City of Spearfish Design Guidelines for the C-1 Redevelopment Incentive Plan
Summary - In exchange for reducing the requirements for off-street parking spaces on private
property, the zoning ordinance refers to these design standards that will guide decision making
for if the building qualifies for the parking reduction.
Key objectives of these guidelines – Provide a benchmark for what level of building design
and construction is expected.
Design features - Proposals for redevelopment will be assessed in the following areas:
•
•
•
•
•

Overall design expectations
Exterior finishes and colors
Building entries and window arrangement
Variations in exterior wall alignment
Roof forms

Overall design expectations
The forms and styles of buildings can range from dramatic and contemporary to conservative
and traditional designs. No specific style is preferred over another, and design creativity is
strongly encouraged. Buildings can either blend into the setting, or they can stand out from it.
Community vitality is achieved when there is both consistency and contrast in the built
environment.

Page | 1

Exterior finishes and colors – interest can be added to a building simply by introducing a change
of materials, a change in direction of the materials, or an accent finish. The following are
examples:
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Building entries and window arrangement – Building entries should have features that identify
this location as a distinct place apart from the rest of the structure. Awnings, canopies and
changes in the exterior wall features are examples of ways to orient people toward building
entrances.
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Window placement and size can provide creative interest in a building. For buildings with long
exterior walls, a variation in window sizes and shapes can help reduce these long wall
expanses. Awnings and canopies over windows provide visual rhythm and interest as well.

Page | 4

Variations in exterior wall alignment – shifts in the vertical or horizontal alignment of exterior
walls reduce the apparent height or length of a building, even if the shift is not significant. For
example, the exterior wall finish on the first story of a two story building could be thicker than the
floor above it, or the second story could overhang the lower floor by a short distance. This adds
visual grounding to the overall building appearance. This same method could be applied to the
alignment of a wall.
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Roof forms – A large, overwhelming roof can be minimized by introducing different roof planes.
Flat roofs should have different parapet heights. Hip and gable roofs should have intermediate
gables, dormers and similar intersecting rooflines to break down a top-heavy visual effect. Shed
roofs can be layered, intersecting roofs.

Varied parapet heights on a flat roof

Shed roof

Hip Roof with Dormers

Gable Roof with intermediate gables
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