
RV’s, Boats, and Trailers 
No motor vehicle or trailer  

may be continuously parked 

on a street or alley  for more 

than 24 hours. Commercial vehicles and trailers of 

any type, including travel, boat, camping, or haul-

ing, shall not be stored on any lot occupied by a 

dwelling or on any lot in any residential district for 

more than 48 hours unless it is located behind the 

front yard building line. 

Floodplains 
Additional and specific 

requirements pertain to 

properties located within 

the designated floodplain for the City of Spearfish. 

Contact the City Floodplain office if you own prop-

erty in this area and have any questions or con-

cerns. 

Open Burning of Materials 
Open burning that is 

offensive or objection-

able because of smoke 

or odor emissions or when atmospheric conditions 

or local circumstances make such fires hazardous 

shall be prohibited. Approved open fires are only 

allowed when the Fire Index is MODERATE or 

lower. 

Snow 
Every property owner or 

occupant shall keep all 

sidewalks free of ice, 

snow, and other obstructions. Residents shall not 

place snow on any city street, except in the Down-

town Business Improvement District where other 

snow removal policies have been approved. 

City of Spearfish 

Property Maintenance Code Office 

Phone: (605) 717-1126 

Fax: (605) 642-1337 

GUIDELINE CHECKLIST: 

GENERAL PROPERTY MAINTENANCE STANDARDS FOR 

LANDLORDS AND TENANTS 

This list is meant to serve as a general guide for property mainte-

nance standards. This list is not all inclusive. 

Is the residence/unit maintained inside and out in a 

structurally sound condition? 

Are the walls, windows, and roof free from water 

leaks? 

Are all windows and exterior doors in good working 

condition, weather-tight and not broken? 

Are the floors, stairways, and railings in good condi-

tion, safe, and capable of supporting normal use? 

Are the smoke detectors working? 

Can occupants exit the residence safely in case of an 

emergency? 

Are plumbing, gas, electrical, and heating devices and 

systems (including appliances) in good working order? 

Is there hot and cold running water? 

Are the walls surrounding the tub/shower free of mold 

and water damage? 

Are the interior walls free of water stains or past evi-

dence of moisture leading to mold and unsanitary con-

ditions? 

Is the property free from junk, trash, debris, and aban-

doned or unregistered vehicles? 

Is the residence free from infestation of harmful insects 

and rodents? 
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CITY OF SPEARFISH 

PROPERTY MAINTENANCE CODE 

Exterior Building 

All exterior surfaces, in-

cluding but not limited to 

siding, doors and window 

frames, cornices, porches, 

trim, decks, and fences shall be maintained in good 

condition. Exterior wood surfaces, other than decay 

resistant woods, shall have a protective covering or 

treatment. Peeling, flaking, and chipped paint shall 

be eliminated and surfaces repainted. 
 

All roofs, walls, and foundations shall be free from 

open cracks, breaks, holes, and loose or rotting 

materials and shall be maintained in a weatherproof 

condition. The roof drainage system shall be ade-

quate to prevent dampness or deterioration in the 

walls or interior portion of the home. 

Interior Property 

The interior of a structure 

shall be maintained in good 

repair, structurally sound, and 

in a clean and sanitary 

condition. 

Grass and Weeds 
All premises and exterior 

property shall be main-

tained free from tall grass, 

weeds, and uncultivated 

garden vegetation in excess of eight (8) inches in 

height. All noxious weeds shall be prohibited. This 

includes the boulevard and public right-of-way. 

Fences and Gates 

All fences and gates shall be 

maintained in a structurally 

sound condition, in good 

repair, and free from loose or rotting materials. Ex-

terior wood surfaces, other than decay resistant 

woods, shall be protected from the elements by a 

protective covering or treatment such as paint, stain 

or a sealant. Any peeling, flaking, and chipped 

paint shall be eliminated and surfaces repainted. All 

metal surfaces shall be coated to inhibit rust and 

corrosion. 

Decks, Porches, and Balconies 

Exterior stairways, decks, 

porches, balconies, and all 

attached structural accesso-

ries, shall be maintained structurally sound, in good 

repair, and capable of supporting the loads for 

which they were designed. 

Junk and Debris 

Rubbish, building materials, 

lumber, vehicle parts, appli-

ances, furniture, yard waste, 

noxious matter, and any other debris not contained 

in a storage shed or otherwise hidden from view, 

are considered nuisances and must be removed 

from the property. 

The information contained in this brochure is 

not all inclusive of the requirements of City 

Code or Ordinance. Itôs purpose is for general 

guidance only. For additional information con-

tact the City of Spearfish Property Maintenance 

Code office at (605) 717-1126. 

Trash and Garbage 
All kitchen refuse, cans, 

bottles, paper, cardboard, 

plastics, and other waste 

materials ordinarily origi-

nating on household or commercial premises shall 

be properly disposed of in an approved container. 

No trash or garbage may be deposited on any prop-

erty, public or private. 

Trees and Branches 
Dead, dying, damaged, or 

diseased trees shall not be 

allowed to remain on any 

property if the tree con-

stitutes a hazard or harbors pests harmful to other 

trees. Felled trees, slash, removed tree limbs, or 

other portions of any downed tree or bush shall be 

removed and taken to an appropriate refuse site. 

Branches and shrubs must be trimmed to a mini-

mum of not less than 8 feet above a sidewalk and 

may not protrude into the walkway. 

Inoperative/Junk Vehicles 

All wrecked, dismantled, 

inoperative, junked, par-

tially dismantled, or unli-

censed motor vehicles, on private property, must be 

stored behind the front building line and screened 

from view, or removed from the property. Screened 

from view indicates the vehicle(s) may either be 

stored inside a shed or garage, or enclosed within 

an opaque fence of sufficient height to shield the 

vehicle from view. All parking in residential areas 

must be on a hard paved surface. Limited parking 

on graveled surfaces is allowed only on areas that 

were in existence prior to 2003. In no case may 

vehicles be parked on grass surfaces. 

Outdoor Areas 
All exterior property areas 

shall be maintained in a 

clean, safe, and sanitary 

condition. The ground area 

shall be properly sloped to 

prevent standing water to remain or pool for more 

than 24 hours, or enter any portion of the structure. 

Grass, groundcover, or other suitable material, shall 

be utilized to prevent soil erosion of the surround-

ing landscape. The property shall be maintained to 

be free of rodent, insect, or other pest infestation. 


